
When it comes to protecting your home computer, nothing beats EMC® Retrospect® Express HD. 
Built on award-winning technology that protects more than 10 million PCs worldwide, Retrospect 
backup and recovery software consistently takes top honors from the experts you trust. 

Simple, Fast, Powerful
Retrospect Express HD protects your music, photos, 
videos, e-mail, games, tax returns, schoolwork, computer 
settings, important documents—everything—
by automatically backing up your PC to any available hard 
drive. Other backup software requires time-consuming full 
backups every week. Retrospect’s award-winning 
technology captures just new or changed data—forever. 
Retrospect is fast and efficient! 

Start your first backup in minutes
With Retrospect Express HD, protecting your Windows PC 
is easy and quick. A wizard guides you through three 
simple steps: choose what to protect, select a hard drive to 
store your backups, and set a schedule. That’s it! 
Retrospect protects your valuable information automatically.
Schedule your backups at a time convenient for you or 
protect information instantly with a click of the BACKUP 
button. To guard against loss of a backup drive, use two 
external drives and rotate them. No matter which drive you 
use, Retrospect quickly adds new or changed data. 
Restores remain fast and easy.

Smart RestoresTM

Retrospect rapidly restores a file, a folder, or your entire 
hard drive. Unlike other software, Retrospect won’t return 
unwanted files and folders—just the data you need. If you 
accidentally delete a file, simply select a previous backup 
and locate the missing file. If a virus or new software 
installation wreaks havoc on your PC, don’t panic. 
Retrospect returns your entire computer to its exact 
state at a prior point in time. You don’t need to re-install 
applications, download updates, and personalize your 
settings. Retrospect does it all. 
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Simple, yet powerful

Installs in minutes Begin your first backup in three quick steps.

User-friendly wizards Retrospect’s simple point-and-click interface makes backups and restores fast and easy.

Instant or scheduled backups Back up your PC automatically on a daily schedule. Need immediate protection? Back up instantly with a click of 
the BACKUP button.  

Automatic Retrospect software 
updates

Retrospect regularly checks for its software updates when you connect to the Web and notifies you if they are 
available for download and installation.

Secure, reliable protection

Protects a desktop or notebook Retrospect Express HD runs on a Windows desktop or notebook computer.

Protects open files on Windows XP Protect files that are open and in use on a PC running Windows XP, including files in use by applications such as 
Microsoft Outlook.

Back up to internal or external disk Back up to internal or external hard drives including USB, FireWire (IEEE 1394), eSATA, or networked hard drives.

Simple onsite/offsite media 
rotation

To guard against hard drive failure or a disaster (fire, water, storm), purchase two external hard drives, create two 
sets of backup data, and rotate the drives offsite. Retrospect quickly updates the drive that is rotated onsite and 
tracks everything for you.

Compress data Reduce the size of backed up data to conserve space on your backup hard drive and maximize its capacity.

Easy data copying Make exact copies of files, folders, or entire drives to another drive in the same file format. Retrospect’s intelligent copy 
capability scans the source and destination so that only missing files are copied.

Fast backups and Smart Restores™

Backup flexibility
Back up your entire computer (recommended) or choose the files and folders you want to protect. Data filters also 
allow you to limit backups to certain types of data, such as music, videos, pictures, Microsoft Office documents, and 
systems and applications.

Patented Progressive Incremental 
technology

Retrospect rapidly compiles a complete list of files on your computer prior to every backup and then compares the list to 
your backup media. Only new or changed data is backed up. Other backup applications require a complex series of full, 
incremental, and differential backups. With Retrospect you can perform fast incremental backups forever, saving time, 
money, and aggravation.

Point-in-time restores with 
unparalleled accuracy

Use the Retrospect Restore Wizard to quickly recover files, folders, or your entire computer. With Retrospect’s Smart 
RestoreTM technology you choose a point in time. In one pass of your backup media, Retrospect selects and restores the 
exact data you need without returning unwanted files that were previously deleted, moved, or renamed. Other software 
performs time-consuming restores of multiple backups, cluttering your computer with unwanted files.

Automatic grooming of disk 
backups

Remove older backups on disk automatically to ensure sufficient space for new backups. Simply turn on Retrospect’s 
unique data grooming feature and specify the number of backups you want to keep on your computer or an external disk. 
Retrospect takes care of the rest. 

Backup data and media verification To avoid costly surprises, Retrospect quickly scans the backup hard drive to make sure data has been copied correctly.

Powerful search capabilities Find files on your backup hard drive fast using search criteria. Restore them to their original location or a new location. 
Recover a single version or all previously backed up versions of a file.

Clear error notification Make sure that backups are being performed as planned. Receive easy-to-understand alert messages so you can take 
corrective action to resolve any backup errors.
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